
Design & Technology—Product Design

Year 11 to Year 12 Transition Task

What is the topic/ issue: Explain the types, definitions, facts, opinions on it. (You may have 

done this in depth already).

Who is affected / most involved (including age, wealth, gender, ability/disability)

Where does the topic/ issue take place? Think about the locations, rooms, public & private 

spaces

Why does the topic/issue occur? Is there a history? Is it based on human behavior? Is it driven 

by popularity?

When does the topic/issue occur? Is there a time of day, year, is it random, is there a season?

How do you think you will find out a bit more about the topic/issue? Think about secondary 

and primary research activities you can do to understand it more.

You may present your work as you see fit, but include images.

See examples on the next page for inspiration

Introduction:

One of the key differences between GCSE and A Level is that for A Level, you are 

permitted to choose your own context or theme for your NEA. We recommend that this is 

based on your interests or ambitions.

Think: Is there a hobby or interest that you have? Is there a topic that you would like to 

know more about or are interesting in studying at University? If so, consider using your 

NEA as a chance to further your interest. It will also support future applications to 

Apprenticeships and Universities. 

Your task will be to complete one page of research on this theme of your choice

Step1: Choose a theme. It could be a:

• Location (no larger than a city, no smaller than a room

• Hobby, lifestyle or activity

• Current affair or issue

• Occupation, lifestyle or subject (eg maths)

This Could include:

• Figures and facts

• Key definitions 

• Issues/ problems/ current ‘news’ or context eg. Articles, protests, politics. 

• Images depicting the topic or theme. . 

Be selective and make sure that you collect research from credible sources

Step 2: Collect as much secondary information as you can about your chosen topic, place 

or stimulus. 

Step 3: Complete a full investigation page, by exploring the: What, Why, When, Which, How 

of your topic

Use the questions below guide your full investigation the topic(s) and prompt early ideas for 

which element of your topic/issue you will address. You may need to conduct further 

research for this.



Examples


