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NEED FOR EXPANSION

HAMMERSMITH ACADEMY

•	 Hammersmith Academy is an all-ability co-educational 
secondary academy for students aged 11 to 18 years. 

•	 The Academy specialises in creative and digital media and 
information and technology. It was opened in September 
2011.

•	 Due to an increased demand in the local area 
Hammersmith Academy is looking to expand its Special 
Educational Needs (SEN) and sixth form provision with an 
overall student increase from 940 to 975 students. 

•	 Following a review to optimise the existing Academy 
building, additional teaching, SEN and relating 
administration space is still required outside of the 
existing building footprint to support and future-proof their 
education offering.

NEW TEACHING BLOCK & EXISTING CHILDREN’S CENTRE 
REFURBISHMENT

•	 The design and location of the new teaching building, 
along with the refurbishment of the Children’s Centre, have 
been carefully considered to improve the Academy’s daily 
operations while minimising any impact on neighbouring 
properties.

•	 Both the refurbishment of the existing building and the 
design of the proposed new block have been developed 
by a comprehensive design team, comprising architects, 
structural and civil engineers, mechanical and electrical 
engineers, planning consultants, as well as fire and 
acoustic specialists. 

•	 An initial pre-application meeting with the London Borough 
of Hammersmith and Fulham (LBHF) is scheduled for early 
August 2025.
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KEYTo give you, as local residents, an opportunity to input into 
the design and comment on the proposals, please review 
our progress to date across these boards and provide 
comments on the Feedback Form.

EXISTING SITE



David Miller Architects

Academy main building
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OPPORTUNITIES

• Initial utility survey identified no existing underground
services beneath the proposed new build site.

• Enhance existing supervision/visitor access/safeguarding
of Hammersmith Academy with a new reception and visitor
entrance to sign in visitors before they cross the secure line
into the academy.

• Improve and upgrade the appearance of the tired-looking
Children’s Centre building.

• Support the expansion of the Academy’s educational
offering and future-proof its facilities through the creation
of a flexible, inclusive and accessible learning environment.

• Deliver an energy-efficient design capable of contributing to
its energy supply.

CONSTRAINTS

• The development site is bounded on two sides by housing
- any new build massing should be carefully considered to
avoid overlooking and overshadowing.

• The Children’s Centre require easy and direct access to
external areas. Reduction of external space should not fall
below government guidelines.

• All Category A trees within the site boundary are to be
retained. The new-build footprint has been designed to
avoid the root protection zones of these trees.

• Constrained site access during construction.

Sun path
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Tree  route protection

Two-way major road
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New pedestrian access to nursery

New visitor access to main school

Pedestrian access to new block
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Tree  route protection
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DESIGN PROPOSAL

HAMMERSMITH ACADEMY

Balcony/Terrace type naming should be defined by 
the graphical information TBC............ and the 
functional variations of the roof. Do not duplicate 
balcony/terrace types on the glossary with non 
graphical information i.e. fire & acoustic rating.

DMA glossary is designed not to be reorganised as 
it is a fixed grid layout. There are pre-loaded 
concept families, which are to be selected and 
switched out with project relevant families.

Please do not edit these families or add in additional 
data for scheduling. All information/families should 
be imported from the Content Library. Please go to 
https://docs.b360.autodesk.com/projects/6f809299
-ec94-48f7-8c31-
cc8f87f3c23d/folders/urn:adsk.wipprod:fs.folder:co.
fc6HTll8T9-LDniP7RDf_A/detail and open library to 
find the correct Balcony or Terrace.

Please browse through the sheets of various 
Balconies and Terraces in the content library. Once 
an appropriate roof has been found, select the 
group where the roof is, identify the Name, go to 
Project Browser, search for the Group, right click 
on the Group and Save Group locally to your 
computer. Then open the Project file, go to insert 
and click on Load as Group. Place the group in 3D. 
This will bring in all of the sub-types of the selected 
Balconies and Terraces. Once the group is placed 
please Delete the group that was placed in 3D as 
these Balconies and Terraces are now in your 
project. Now navigate back to your Balcony and 
Terrace glossary, select existing Balcony or Terrace 
and switch out with the imported Content Library 
Balcony or Terrace. Then reposition dimensions as 
needed.
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The proposed new-build block has been carefully designed 
to deliver a high-quality teaching facility within the grounds 
of Hammersmith Academy. It aims to ease pressure on the 
main school building by providing a sustainable, inclusive, and 
accessible environment for both SEN and mainstream pupils.

Responding sensitively to the site’s constraints, the new 
block has been strategically positioned to minimise impact 
on the roots of the adjacent Category A tree and to respect 
the neighbouring properties along Cathnor Road. The design 
incorporates an efficient and practical layout, with all internal 
spaces fully compliant with Building Bulletin standards and 
guidance. SEN provision is further supported by a secure outdoor 
terrace, offering a safe and nurturing space that promotes pupil 
wellbeing.
 
The refurbishment of the existing Children’s Centre has been 
carefully designed to strengthen the school’s safeguarding 
measures, including the introduction of a new reception area 
at the entrance lobby, which will ensure that all visitor access is 
actively monitored and controlled. 
 
Additionally, the refurbishment contributes to the overall 
landscaping strategy, while upgrades to the external façade will 
enhance the surrounding streetscape and further elevate the 
character of the neighbourhood.
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